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On February 11, 2004 the first U.S. Government-Sponsored Programs (USGSP) web template was established for five EducationUSA advising centers (EACs) in Uzbekistan (http://www.uz.vco-edusa.net).  The template is designed to enhance the advertisement of USG-sponsored exchange programs.  The new Uzbek website is based on the structure of the American Center for International Education and Research’s (American Center) site in Belarus (http://www.amcenter.by).  

The USGSP web template allows advisers to provide a virtual consulting service on USG–sponsored programs for a local audience (in any language desired), to create and use local e-communities to distribute information, and to save time and money by managing the site themselves.  As in Belarus, the Uzbek site relies on a team of advisers throughout the country to make daily changes to region-specific pages, news items, alumni information, and other sections of the web site.   The team is able to add, delete and update information without waiting for a webmaster to provide technical assistance.  

Since February 11, 2004 of opening the new Uzbek website, 2,115 people signed up to participate in the e-community and receive information via specialized mailing lists. The team of advisers successfully downloaded photographs of events and places and answered questions related to USG-sponsored programs.

As with the Virtual Consulting Office (http://www.vco-edusa.net/cgi-bin/show.pl) template, the USGSP template can easily be duplicated and can accommodate any language.   Advisers can learn how to manage the site through online instruction and brief in-person training, and there is no need to learn programming languages or web design.  For example, the second U.S. Government-Sponsored Programs web template was established in May 2004 in Kazakhstan.  This web template was created for three EAC`s in and local advisers were trained with a distance learning program authored by Viktar Khotsim, American Center for Education and Research, Inc.  The training course contained eight lessons and lasted few weeks.

The USGSP web template is certainly the quickest, cheapest and most efficient way to building a web network for organizations that specialize in administering USG-sponsored exchange programs. 

Welcome to the USG SP web template in Uzbekistan: www.uz.vco-edusa.net
Welcome to the USG SP web template in Kazakhstan: www.kz.vco-edusa.net
